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ABSTRACT
The Anthropology Curriculult Project (ACP) of the-

. University of Georgia for the period 1964-65 is evaluated. The report-
is presented_ in three sections. Section I discusses the project9
hypothesis that-pupil achievement would not differ according to the
level of teacher triaining inAnthropolo4y..The experimental group
consisted of 12 first-grade clakses (355 pupils) and.13 fourth-grade'
classes' (374 pupils) that were taught 'by teachers with no special
anthropology training. Section II describes test tabulations,
corrections, and analyses. Section-III presents conclisions and
recommendations. The following conclusions are offered: (1) ..

anthropology'can successfully be taught ii grades 1 and 4; (2)
anthropology was not included in elementary social'studies; (3) some '

teacher Characteristics affect stndent achievement; (1) specially
prepared achievement'tests are necessary; and (5) Student achievement
differs between grades. It is recommended that curriculum evaluation
be continued with revised test instruments and that curriculum
development be continued for,inclusion of anthropological subject
matter content in the elementary social studies program..
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The*Anthropology.Curriculum Project is a five-year program under-
way at the Universityvof Oeorgia npursu t to a contract with the'll. S.
Office,of Education, tepartmeht of He lth, Education,.and Welfare; -under
the provision'isf4herCooperative Res arch Program. The evaluation Of
the project for the school year 190-65 and dealihg h Grades One
and Four is herein reported . , '

'

... ,. _L.. HYPOTHESES AND RESEARCH-DESI
:2

Since it is unlikely that many elementa teachers will hive-
had instruction ih anthropology, and since,there no published. ,

materials piepared for systematic-schdbl use in th s discipline, the
usability of the instructional material, independent of the level of
teacher preparation, it important. refore
proposal for the project, the basic1 as stated in the initial

1 hypothesis in this evaluation
,

is that there .4s4lo statistically significant difference in pupil
aehievement in ahthropology as measured by specially PrePared achieye-

:1k

ment tests related to-the level of teacher training`ih i

A related null hypothesis would be that there is no s
vd4,significant difference in pupil achievement in sodial

"%... bY stahdardized testt of social studies related to theW,* -:
in anthropology. Further sub-hypotheses explored in thp2,s

ropology .

tically
s at measured
ng of teachers
dy,Are that

there are no statistically significant differenced inrphpil achievementin anthropblop undel, teachers trained in anthro?olo/' duei o the
teacher's.level,of certification, years of teaching experience, age, and
race. Control variables for these sub-hypotheses were pre-tests in

lml,anthropOlogy and the Social Stildies Battery, Level 4, of the Sequential
NTests of Educatiohal Progress.
(r)

The experimental group used in the study was composed oft12
first-grade'classes (355 pupils) and 13 fourth-grade classes (374 pupils)
taught by teachers who did not receive the special training.

.

Since no published tests in anthropology are available,
specially prepared achievement tests were constructed ,for the first grade,
Forms lA and#1B, and for the fourth grade, Forms 4A and 4B. The STEP 7

Social Studio Battery, Forms 4A and 4B, Were also used 'in the fo lirof,
grade classa:, 't.k R.

4141k



William W. Greene, ;Je.
-w/Ale

Anthropola thentary ) Panel

Statistical analyses of the test reS,ults
,of ariance and co-Variance (by a'least'sqUares a1
flOflt.. and teats of the,sxgnifipance
tea*.

II. RESULTS: OF ANALYSES.- ,7

'The data recorded from testresults_w0g tabulated and corrected
foi di,fficulty to equate the gains made, Uregardiesa of the lorm used
for pre-testing at each grade level.. 'This. cqrection,factor was based
on the assumption that 'the sample size was,adeqUa4te to proviae a normal
distribution of,gains on either form. Tests--of significance between
the theans ot,the pre- and post-te t scores-044he Anthropology Achieve-

n,ment testawIn both Grades Ong. an Four.were significant at the .01 level.
The difference'between pre- and ost.4tett meabs on the STEP Social
.Studies Battery was not signifi nt.

Thaproduct-moment'Co rplation of gains made in anthropology
test scores with gains made iyhb STEP scores d the correlation of,
gains made in anthropology-tet scores with STEP ost-test scores were
found to be sig4ificant at the .01 level. Other correlations, i.e.,
teacher grades 4,anthrOPplogy with pupil gains, teacher experience
with'pupil gains, and teicher age with pupil gains, were not significant.

Anclude analysee

roach)yprOduct- *,

fdiffetenCes tietween
..4

r ,

Analyses of variance on ankhropology pbst-test scores for
Form lA showed no significance for the variance controlled by the pre-
test, but an .01 level of significance for the variance due to group
(experimental or control)4 level of certification, years of experience,
and race. The age of the teacher was significant at the .05 leyel. On
the anthropology post-test scores on Form 1B, the variance controlled
by the pre-test scores was significant at the .01 leyel, with,only
the level of certification contributing variance significant at the .01
level.

On anthropology post-test scores for Form 4A, analyses of,
variance revealed non-significance of the anthropology,pre-test scores,
but an .01 level of significance for the STEP pre-test as a controling,
factor. Other sources of variance, significant at the .01 level, were
the teacher's group, level of certification,-and age. On the anthro-
pology post-test scores for Form 4B, the varianCe due to anthropology
pre-testing was again non-significant, while the variande controlled
by the/STEP pre-test was sifnificant at the .01 level. Other signifi-
cant sources of variance were the teacheK's group (.01 level) and
race (.05 level). On the STEP post-tests, the variance controlled by
pre-testing'was significant at the .01'level for both Form 4A and
Form 4B. An .01 level of significance on the STEP Form 4A for variance
due to race pay well he due to erroneous testing procedures. No other
sources of variation were significant in the analyses of the STEP.
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4 Witliam W. Green r. Anthropology(Blementary) Panel: .

/ -Thf A hropology Achievement Tests will be revised'on the basis
of item analysi of the st results. The present tests yielded relia-
bility coeffic. nts (Ku r-Richardson Formula,20) of .79, .72, .80, and
.84,fOr Anthro ology re i Forms 1A, 1B, 4A, and 4B, respectiVely.

-

III. CONdLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: /-
.

.. .

On he st ngth'of,the foregoing analyses, the following
contlusione eem wa ranted:

,

. (.

The ubject matter df anthropology, as 'presented-in
thi curriculum, can, be;taught at grade levels one and
fo , as revealed, by the significance of the gains made

pupil scores on the Anthropology Achievement Tests.-

e non-significanbp of.the gains made'in scores on the
TEP tocial Studies Battery'evidences the lack of'

anthropological subject-matter content in Oe existing
social studies curricula. However, those pupils .scorihg
high in social studieslAended to show the highest gains
in anthATology.

While correlations between pupil gainsetivtanthropology
and such factors as the-teacher's grade inlanthropologY,
'teaching 6xperience ind'age, were not significant, the
least squares analysis of post-test scores revealed as
significant sources of variance such factors as the teacher4s
group (experimental or Control), level of certification,
experience, age, and race fOr Grade One, and such
factors as the teacher's group, level of cert4ication,.,

age, and race for Grade Four. *
'..',

4: The ,FTEP pre-test gives'much better control:Ot.variance
at Grade Four than does the present anthropology pre-test.

4 l'i' ,5. In item analysis,,the gains in perc , s answering
test items correctly in Grade One d to definitely
favor the experimental group, i.e: ,e taught by
teachers having training in

could
a thropology. The lesser

4

differentiation between the r:oups in Grade Four
possibly be explained by,the 'nclusion of pupil texts
in the curriculum materials.

. N

The recommendations to be offered as\a result of this pre-
liminary evaluation are: 11 continuatiOn of the curriculum evaluation
with.revision of the testing instruments based on item analyses and
indices of discrimination for upper-lower half responses,to the options
offered, 2) that the curriculum deelopment be continued for anclusion
of anthropological subject gatter content in the elementarY .social
studies program. Since the group,-i.e., experimental or control,
accounts for the highest significant source of variance, it is reccim-
mended that this be studied more in detail with emphasis placed on the
development of an anthropology pre-test that will provide better control
,of other sources.of variance.
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